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Abstract: This study examines pesantren curriculum reconstruction in the digital era 
through the integration of Islamic values and modern knowledge at Miftahul Ulum 
Wongsorejo Islamic Boarding School. It responds to the gap between the increasing 
demand for educational digital transformation and the persistence of predominantly 
traditional curriculum practices in pesantren. The study argues that curriculum 
reconstruction should not be viewed as replacing Islamic educational identity, but as 
an adaptive transformation that enables pesantren to meet contemporary educational 
needs while maintaining their religious foundations. Using a qualitative case study 
approach, data were collected through interviews, observations, and documentation 
related to curriculum practices, learning activities, and institutional responses to 
digital-era challenges. The data were analyzed thematically to identify patterns of 
curriculum adaptation, value integration, pedagogical change, and implementation 
constraints. The findings indicate that the curriculum is shifting from a traditional 
model toward an integrative model. Islamic values and modern knowledge are reflected 
in contextualized learning practices, although they have not been fully systematized 
in curriculum planning. Key challenges include limited educators’ digital competence, 
inadequate technological infrastructure, and concerns about technology’s negative 
impact on students’ morality and pesantren culture. The study offers practical insight 
for developing adaptive, value-based, and digitally responsive Islamic education. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The development of digital technology, which is characterized by the 

massive use of the internet, artificial intelligence, and online learning platforms, 

has encouraged fundamental transformation in the global education system. 1 

Education is no longer limited by space and time, but rather moves towards a 

flexible, open, and technology-based learning ecosystem.2 The curriculum as the 

heart of the educational process is required to be adaptive to change, not only in 

terms of content, but also for approaches, methods, and learning orientations.3 

The curriculum in the digital era must be able to integrate the mastery of science 

with 21st century skills, such as digital literacy, critical thinking skills, 

collaboration, and creativity.4 

In Indonesia, these dynamics also affect the Islamic education system, 

especially pesantren as educational institutions that have strong historical and 

cultural roots.5 Pesantren has been known as an institution that plays a role in 

transmitting classical Islamic sciences, forming character (akhlaq), and 

maintaining scientific traditions based on the yellow book. The advantage of 

pesantren lies in a holistic education system, covering cognitive, affective, and 

spiritual aspects. However, in the midst of globalization and digitalization, 

pesantren are faced with the challenge of maintaining their identity while being 

able to adapt to the times.6 

The pesantren curriculum is still dominated by traditional approaches 

oriented towards mastering classical texts through methods such as bandongan, 

sorogan, and halaqah. This approach has proven to be effective in shaping the 

depth of religious understanding and character of students, but in the context of 

the digital era, the model is considered not yet fully able to answer the needs of 

 
1 Darmayasa Darmayasa et al., Education in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities (PT. 

Star Digital Publishing, Yogyakarta-Indonesia, 2025). 
2  Andi Tejawati, Mohammad Heru Fauzi Sitania, and Anindita Septiarini, Technology 

Transformation in Learning: "Digital Integration to Improve the Quality of Education" (Publisher of 
Adab, n.d.). 

3 S Ag Cholid et al., Pendidikan Di Era Disrupsi: Literacy, Innovation, and Humanity in the 
Digital Transformation (Diwan Media Pustaka, 2026). 

4 H Dwidja Priyatno and M H SH, The Philosophy of the Digital Revolution: A Reconstruction 
of the Legal Paradigm in the Age of Technology (World Book Publishing, 2026). 

5  Riko Adisetiawan Riko Adisetiawan, "Transformation of Education in the Era of 
Digitalization Efforts Towards Technology-Based Education," Karapan Network Journal: Journal 
Computer Technology and Mobile Ad Hoc Network 1, no. 01 (2025). 

6 R Loimeier, “Between Social Skills and Marketable Skills: The Politics of Islamic Education 
in 20th Century Zanzibar,” ed. Loimeier R., Islam in Africa 10 (2009): 1–643, 
https://www.scopus.com/pages/publications/85204374991?origin=resultslist. 
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contemporary competencie.7 Students are not only required to master religious 

knowledge in depth, but also need to have the ability to understand and utilize 

technology, as well as integrate Islamic values to face various modern problems, 

such as digital ethics, technology-based economy, and global information flows.8 

On the other hand, the development of digital technology also brings 

complex implications for the world of Islamic boarding schools. Unlimited access 

to information can be both an opportunity and a challenge. On the one hand, 

technology opens up space for the enrichment of learning resources and 

innovation of learning methods. But on the other hand, without a strong value 

foundation, digitalization has the potential to lead to moral degradation, 

disinformation, and a crisis of scientific authority. Therefore, the integration 

between Islamic values and modern knowledge is a necessity in the development 

of Islamic boarding school curriculum in the digital era.9 

Several previous studies have shown that efforts to integrate the 

curriculum in Islamic boarding schools have begun to be carried out, both through 

the addition of general subjects, the use of digital media in learning, and the 

development of technology-based skills programs. Most of these efforts are still 

partial, not systematically integrated into a complete curriculum design, and not 

yet fully based on a clear conceptual framework for the integration of religious and 

modern sciences. In other words, there is a gap between the need for curriculum 

transformation and implementation in the field.10 

This condition was also seen at the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic 

Boarding School, Wongsorejo District. Banyuwangi Regency. Based on initial 

observations, this pesantren still maintains the tradition of learning based on the 

yellow book as its main characteristic. The learning process is dominated by 

conventional methods with direct interaction between kiai and students that 

emphasize the aspects of manners and the blessings of knowledge. Along with the 

times, this pesantren began to face the demand to integrate technology in the 

 
7 G Guthrie, Classroom Change in Developing Countries: From Progressive Cage to Formalistic 

Frame, Classroom Change in Developing Countries: From Progressive Cage to Formalistic Frame 
(Taylor and Francis, 2018), https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351130479. 

8 A Madkur et al., “Context-Responsive Pedagogy in English Language Teaching in Indonesian 
Islamic Boarding Schools,” Journal of Education and Learning 18, no. 3 (2024): 626–38, 
https://doi.org/10.11591/edulearn.v18i3.21085. 

9 N M Mumtaz, E Muafiah, and D Witro, “Educational Policy Analysis: Examining Pesantren 
Policies and Their Implications on the Independence of Kyai and Pesantren in the Contemporary 
Era,” Journal of Islamic Religious Education 21, no. 2 (2024): 287–306, 
https://doi.org/10.14421/jpai.v21i2.9612. 

10  E Suresman and A Faqihuddin, “From Traditional Religious Leader to Actor of Social 
Change: A Comprehensive Systematic Literature Network Analysis the Role of a Kyai in Indonesia 
Based on Scopus Database,” Cogent Arts and Humanities 13, no. 1 (2026), 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2026.2625597. 
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learning system. Several efforts have been made, such as the use of digital media 

and the introduction of information technology to students, but the 

implementation has not been structured in a comprehensive curriculum system. 

There are several problems that can be identified, including: (1) the 

absence of a curriculum design that integrates Islamic values with modern 

knowledge and digital technology; (2) limited human resources in mastering 

technology; (3) there are concerns about the negative impact of digitalization on 

pesantren values; and (4) the use of technology as an effective learning medium 

has not been optimal. These problems show that an effort to reconstruct the 

curriculum is needed that is not only adaptive, but also integrative and sustainable. 

Curriculum reconstruction is not interpreted as a radical change that 

eliminates the tradition of pesantren, but rather a process of reorientation and 

curriculum development that is able to harmonize Islamic values and the demands 

of modernity. An integrative approach is important to ensure that religious science 

and modern science are not positioned dichotomically, but complement each 

other in forming a complete student competence. Pesantren is expected to be able 

to give birth to a generation that not only has spiritual and moral depth, but also 

has intellectual capacity and digital skills that are relevant to the needs of the 

global community. 

Based on this background, this research focuses on efforts to reconstruct 

the pesantren curriculum in the digital era through the integration of Islamic 

values and modern knowledge. This research is important to answer the gap 

between the demands of change and the practice of the existing curriculum, as 

well as provide a conceptual and practical model that can be used as a reference in 

the development of the pesantren curriculum in the future. 

Thus, this research is expected not only to make a theoretical contribution 

to the development of Islamic education studies, especially related to the 

reconstruction of Islamic boarding school curriculum, but also to provide practical 

implications for pesantren managers in designing a curriculum that is adaptive, 

integrative, and relevant to the challenges of the digital era. 

METHODS 

This research uses a qualitative approach with a type of field research that 

aims to understand in depth the phenomenon of reconstructing the pesantren 

curriculum in a real context, especially related to the integration of Islamic values 

and modern knowledge in the digital era.11 This approach refers to the view of John 

 
11 Johnny Saldana Matthew B. Miles, A. Michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis (Sage 

Publications India Pvt. Ltd, 2014). 
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W. Creswell who stated that qualitative research is used to explore and understand 

the meaning of social phenomena through the perspective of participants.12 The 

research design used is a case study, because this research is focused on one 

specific location, namely the Miftahul Ulum Islamic Boarding School located in 

Bengkak Village, Wongsorejo District, Banyuwangi Regency. 

The data sources in this study consist of primary data and secondary data. 

Primary data was obtained directly through the interview process of several 

informants who were selected purposively. The informants in this study include 

caregivers or kiai pesantren as the main leaders and policy makers in the 

management of pesantren, ustadz or educators who are directly involved in the 

learning process, curriculum managers who understand curriculum planning and 

implementation, and students as subjects who directly experience the learning 

process in pesantren. In addition to interviews, data was also collected through 

direct observation of learning activities, interactions between kiai, ustadz, and 

students, and the use of technology in the educational process at Islamic boarding 

schools.  

The data analysis technique in this study refers to the steps of qualitative 

analysis according to John W. Creswell, namely: organizing and preparing data for 

analysis, such as transcribing the results of interviews and collecting documents, 

reading the entire data to gain a general understanding, conducting  the coding 

process  by grouping data into certain themes, developing descriptions and themes 

that represent the research findings; and interpret the meaning of data by relating 

it to the research context and theoretical framework used.13 This process is carried 

out systematically and repeatedly until in-depth findings are obtained. 

To test the validity of the data, this study uses a triangulation technique by 

comparing data obtained from various informants as well as through various data 

collection methods such as observation, interviews, and documentation. These 

steps are in line with the principle of validity in qualitative research according to 

John W. Creswell, so it is expected that the results of the research will have a high 

level of credibility.14 

 
12 Zuchri Abdussamad, Qualitative Research Methods, Syakir Med, 2021. 
13  Dimas Ario Supili et al., Qualitative Research Methods (PT. Star Digital Publishing, 

Yogyakarta-Indonesia, 2025). 

14  Komang Ayu Henny Achjar et al., Qualitative Research Methods: A Practical Guide to 
Qualitative Data Analysis and Case Studies (PT. Sonpedia Publishing Indonesia, 2023). 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

 The results of the study show that the curriculum at the Miftahul Ulum 

Bengkak Islamic Boarding School still maintains the main characteristics of 

traditional pesantren (salafiyah) which is oriented towards strengthening Islamic 

sciences through the study of the yellow book. The learning process is dominated 

by the bandongan, sorogan, and halaqah methods that emphasize the depth of 

understanding of the text and the formation of students' morals. In practice, 

learning activities take place intensively with direct interaction between kiai, 

ustadz, and students, which not only transfer knowledge but also the values of 

manners and spirituality.  

This is as expressed by the caretaker of the Islamic boarding school that 

"learning in this pesantren still adheres to the yellow book as the main basis, 

because it is what shapes the science and morals of the students." This statement 

shows that the curriculum orientation is still centered on the preservation of 

classical Islamic scientific traditions as the main identity of Islamic boarding 

schools. 

Along with the development of the digital era, pesantren are beginning to 

show efforts to adapt to the changing times, although they have not been 

systematically structured in a formal curriculum. The integration between Islamic 

values and modern knowledge can be seen in the practice of learning that begins 

to associate religious material with the context of contemporary life. One example 

in fiqh learning, teachers/ustadz not only explain concepts textually, but also 

relate them to modern phenomena such as digital transactions, the use of social 

media, and media ethics. One of the ustadz stated that "we try to relate the material 

to current life, such as online buying and selling or the use of social media, so that 

students better understand the application of religious knowledge in real life." This 

shows that there are efforts to contextualize learning materials, although they have 

not been formalized in a standard curriculum structure. 

In addition, the use of technology in the learning process has also begun to 

be introduced, although it is still in the early stages and limited. Some ustadz have 

used digital media as a means of supporting learning, such as looking for 

additional references through the internet or using digital devices in delivering 

material. Students are also beginning to be introduced to the use of technology, 

although it is only allowed during public/formal school. A student revealed that 

"we use the internet to find additional materials, even though it can only be done 

during formal school hours because the policy at the boarding school is that it is not 

allowed to use cellphones/laptops without permission or recommendation from the 
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caregiver." This shows that technology integration is still incidental and has not 

yet become an integral part of the curriculum. 

On the other hand, this study also found various challenges in the process 

of reconstructing the pesantren curriculum in the digital era. One of the main 

challenges is the limitation of human resources, especially in terms of mastery of 

technology by ustadz. Not all educators have adequate abilities to utilize digital 

technology as a learning medium. In addition, limited facilities and infrastructure 

are also obstacles, such as the lack of technological facilities that support the 

digital-based learning process. One of the teachers/ustadz who serves as the 

Deputy Curriculum Officer at Madrasah Aliyah (MA) Miftahul Ulum Bengkak said 

that "we want to develop technology-based learning media, but we are still 

constrained by inadequate facilities such as LCD projectors, for example, we still 

have to take turns to use them." 

In addition to technical factors, there are also concerns from the pesantren 

regarding the negative impact of digitalization on the values upheld in the 

pesantren tradition. It is feared that uncontrolled freedom of internet access can 

affect the behavior of students and reduce discipline and focus on learning. 

Therefore, pesantren tend to be careful in integrating learning technology. This 

was emphasized by the caretaker of the pesantren who stated that "technology is 

important, but it must be controlled so as not to damage the values that have been 

taught in the pesantren." 

However, the results of the study show that there is awareness from the 

pesantren about the importance of reconstructing the curriculum so that it 

remains relevant to the times. The efforts that have begun to be made lead to the 

integration between strengthening Islamic values with the introduction of modern 

knowledge and digital technology. This reconstruction is not intended to replace 

the existing system, but to complement and refine the curriculum to be able to 

answer the challenges of the digital era. The caretaker of the pesantren 

emphasized that "As the manager of the pesantren of course we must continue to 

take care of the traditions and values of the pesantren, on the other hand we also 

adjust to the development of the times so that the students still have strong religious 

values while being able to face the modern world." 

Overall, the results of this study show that the curriculum at the Miftahul 

Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School is in a transition stage, namely from a 

traditional model to a more integrative model. This process is characterized by 

efforts to maintain Islamic values as the main foundation, as well as to begin to 

accommodate modern knowledge and digital technology, although its 

implementation is still very limited.  
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Discussion 

1. Curriculum Reconstruction as an Effort to Adapt Islamic Boarding 

Schools in the Digital Era 

The findings of the study show that the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic 

Boarding School is in the transition phase of the curriculum, namely a shift from 

traditional patterns to a model that is more adaptive to the development of the 

digital era. This change does not lead to the elimination of the old system, but in 

the form of a process of adjusting and strengthening the curriculum to remain 

relevant to the needs of the times without eliminating the identity and values that 

exist in the pesantren. In other words, the curriculum reconstruction that occurs 

is evolutionary and contextual. 

 Theoretically, this phenomenon is in line with the concept of curriculum 

development put forward by Ralph W. Tyler, emphasizing that the curriculum 

must be prepared based on educational objectives that are relevant to the needs of 

students and the demands of society. In Tyler's perspective, social change is one 

of the main cornerstones in formulating educational goals. 15  Therefore, when 

society undergoes a transformation towards the digital era, the curriculum must 

also be adjusted to remain functional and responsive. 

The changing needs of society that now lead to mastery of technology, digital 

literacy, and adaptive abilities require Islamic boarding schools to not only focus 

on mastering religious knowledge, but also on developing competencies relevant 

to modern life. This shows that the reconstruction of the pesantren curriculum 

cannot be separated from the social context that surrounds it. However, pesantren 

have distinctive characteristics that distinguish them from public educational 

institutions, especially in their commitment to maintaining traditional values such 

as morals, manners, and the blessing of knowledge. 

 This condition shows that the reconstruction of the curriculum in Islamic 

boarding schools takes place through a negotiation process between the demands 

of modernity and the preservation of tradition. Therefore, the changes that occur 

are not revolutionary, but adaptive-transformational, that is, integrating new 

elements without eliminating the existing basic structure. This approach is in line 

with Hilda Taba's view that curriculum development should be carried out 

gradually and based on real needs in the field, not through top-down and instant 

changes. 

 
15 Muhammad Taali, Arif Darmawan, and Ayun Maduwinarti, Policy Evaluation Theory and 

Model: A Study of Education Curriculum Policy (PT. Sonpedia Publishing Indonesia, 2024). 



Faidhur Rohim, Muhamad Jamaludin, & Moh. Rian Hidayat 

9 
Sunan Kalijaga International Journal on Islamic Educational Research (SKIJIER), vol. 10, No. 1, 2026 

 Thus, the reconstruction of the pesantren curriculum can be understood 

as an institutional adaptation strategy to maintain the relevance of Islamic 

education in the midst of changes and developments of the times.16 Pesantren not 

only play a role as an institution for the transmission of Islamic knowledge, but 

also as an institution that is able to respond to social dynamics selectively and in 

a directed manner, so that it continues to exist without losing its identity. 

2. Integration of Islamic Values and Modern Knowledge in the Curriculum 

 Other findings from this study show that there are systematic efforts made 

by the management of the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School to 

integrate Islamic values with modern knowledge in response to contemporary 

educational needs. This integration marks a paradigm shift from a dichotomous 

pattern that separates religious and general sciences to a more integrated 

approach. These efforts are reflected in the practice of learning that no longer 

places Islamic science as an isolated entity, but is contextualized to the reality of 

modern life. 

 This phenomenon is in line with Muhaimin's thinking which emphasizes 

the importance of integrating knowledge in Islamic education. Muhaimin views 

that the separation between religious science and general science can hinder the 

formation of a complete understanding, so an integrative approach is needed that 

connects disciplines into an epistemological framework. With this approach, 

Islamic educational instuitutions not only function as a transmission of normative 

values, but also as a means of developing intellectual abilities that are relevant to 

the development of science and technology.17 

Figure 1. Socialization of Curriculum Integration  

 
16 K Marijan, M Romadhoni, and B Setiawan, “How to Deal and Negotiate with the Campus 

Environment? Female Students’ Experiences in Reconstructing Gender Identity,” Journal of Ethnic 
and Cultural Studies 10, no. 3 (2023): 18–34, https://doi.org/10.29333/ejecs/1618. 

17  A Ahmadi et al., “Integrating Mangenta Local Wisdom into Pesantren Leadership: An 
Empirical Model of Educational Transformation,” Scientific Journal of Peuradeun 14, no. 1 (2026): 393–
412, https://doi.org/10.26811/peuradeun.v14i1.2382. 
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 The implementation of integration can be seen in efforts to link religious 

materials with the contemporary context, such as the discussion of fiqh associated 

with the practice of digital transactions, a platform-based economy, and the ethics 

of using social media. This practice shows the process of contextualizing Islamic 

teachings so that they are more applicable and responsive to social changes. The 

approach reflects the model integrated curriculum, as developed by James A. 

Beane, which emphasizes the inter-disciplinary linkage and relevance of learning 

to students' real experiences. 18  Through this model, learning is not presented 

separately, but is designed to be interconnected so as to result in a more 

comprehensive understanding. 

  In line with the concept of holistic Islamic education, namely the balanced 

development of all human potential, including cognitive, affective, and 

psychomotor aspects. The curriculum is not only oriented to the mastery of 

knowledge, but also to the formation of attitudes and skills to support the lives of 

students in modern society. The purpose of pesantren education is not only to 

produce students who have a depth of religious knowledge, but also individuals 

who are able to adapt to social developments, have digital literacy, and are able to 

implement Islamic values contextually. 

  The integration of Islamic values and modern knowledge in the pesantren 

curriculum is a strategic step to overcome the scientific dichotomy while 

strengthening the relevance of Islamic education. This approach places the 

Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School as an institution that not only 

maintains the Salafi tradition, but is also able to carry out pedagogical innovations 

in a directed and sustainable manner. 

3. The Role of Islamic Boarding School Traditions in Maintaining 

Curriculum Identity 

 The findings of the study show that despite efforts to reconstruct the 

curriculum, the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School still maintains 

the scientific tradition based on the yellow book as the core of education. This 

tradition not only serves as a source of learning materials, but also as a medium 

for internalizing Islamic values, such as morals, manners, and spirituality. Thus, 

the pesantren curriculum is not solely oriented to the transfer of knowledge, but 

also to the formation of the character and personality of the students. 

 This is in line with the vision of the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic 

Boarding School, namely "To produce the future generation of Muslims who are 

 
18 Ahmad Hadziq and Nurul Mubin, "Organizing Curriculum," SUKIJO CiRCLE: Journal of 

Contemporary Islamic Education Studies 1, no. 01 (2025): 1–10. 
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knowledgeable, knowledgeable, and moral." Phrase practical knowledge and 

Scientific Practice It is reflected in the tradition of teaching the Yellow Book which 

emphasizes the balance between mastery of knowledge and its practice in daily 

life. Meanwhile, the Moral Character It is realized through the internalization of 

adab which is an integral part of the pesantren tradition. 

 In line with the characteristics of pesantren explained by Zamakhsyari 

Dhofier, he emphasized that pesantren has five main elements, namely kiai, santri, 

mosque, cottage, and classical book teaching. 19  These five elements form a 

distinctive education system and distinguish pesantren from other educational 

institutions. The yellow book is not only a teaching material, but also as a symbol 

of scientific authority and the continuity of Islamic intellectual traditions that 

support the achievement of the vision of Islamic boarding schools. 

 In addition to the vision above, the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic 

Boarding School specifically also explained through the mission of the pesantren 

which emphasizes efforts to Enriching the knowledge of students and students in 

mastering Islamic sciences and science, instilling moral character, and providing 

various basic skills (life skills) in accordance with the dynamics of the guidance of 

the times through the implementation of a quality and competitive Islamic 

education system, this shows that curriculum reconstruction not only relies on 

tradition, but also accommodates the needs of the times. This integration between 

religious science and science shows that pesantren are expanding the curriculum 

without leaving their traditional base. In fact, tradition is actually the foundation 

in directing the development of students' competencies so that they remain rooted 

in Islamic values. 

 The mission of the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School is 

further oriented towards social empowerment based on Islamic values ahlussunnah 

wal jama'ah an-nahdliyah strengthening the position of pesantren as agents of 

social transformation. In this context, the tradition of Islamic boarding schools 

maintaining internal identity also encourages the active involvement of students 

in community life. This shows that the curriculum of the pesantren is designed not 

only for academic purposes, but also to encourage and engage in social 

empowerment work in the community based on the Islamic values of ahlussunnah 

wal jama'ah an-nahdliyah. 

 
19 Kholis Tohir, Salafi Islamic Boarding School Education Model (Scopindo Media Pustaka, 

2020). 
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 The sustainability of tradition shows that pesantren do not experience 

identity disruption in the midst of modernization, but rather adapt selectively.20 

This means that pesantren remain open to change, but by considering conformity 

with the values adhered to. This approach shows that the traditions and values of 

pesantren are not positioned as an obstacle to innovation, but as a normative 

foundation in the curriculum development process as well as a strategic 

instrument to realize the vision and mission of the institution. 

  This phenomenon can be understood through the perspective of Islamic 

education which emphasizes the importance of sustainability (continuity) 

between classical scientific heritage and contemporary needs. Curriculum 

reconstruction does not lead to the elimination of tradition, but to the 

strengthening of the function of pesantren traditions as a basis for responding to 

change. In other words, curriculum innovation at the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak 

Islamic Boarding School takes place contextually without ignoring its historical 

roots. 

 The role of tradition in pesantren is very strategic in maintaining identity 

stability while directing the curriculum transformation process. Values such as 

morals remain the main foundation, so that the curriculum reconstruction carried 

out does not shift the orientation of pesantren education, but strengthens its 

relevance in the midst of the dynamics of the times. 

4. Challenges of Digitalization in the Reconstruction of Islamic Boarding 

School Curriculum 

 The process of integrating technology into the curriculum at the Miftahul 

Ulum Bengkak Islamic Boarding School has not run optimally, especially due to 

the limited infrastructure facilities. This condition indicates that curriculum 

reconstruction is not only related to the formulation of concepts, but also highly 

determined by the readiness of implementation at the practical level. In other 

words, the success of curriculum change is highly dependent on technical and 

operational supporting factors. 

 
20 M Mulyana et al., “Integration of Islamic and Local Values in Entrepreneurship Education 

in West Java: An Analysis of Kyai’s Role as A Cultural Transmitter,” Journal of Islamic Thought and 
Civilization 15, no. 2 (2026): 382–400, https://doi.org/10.32350/JITC.152.22. 
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Figure 2. The Challenges of Digitalization 

 Hilda Taba's view emphasizes that the implementation of the curriculum 

is greatly influenced by the role of teachers/educators as the main implementers. 

In Taba's perspective, teachers not only function as material presenters, but also 

as curriculum developers in the implementation process. The limitations of digital 

competencies possessed by educators are one of the inhibiting factors in the 

technology integration process. Without adequate mastery of technology, digital-

based curriculum innovation is difficult to implement effectively.21 

 In addition to the human resource factor, the limitation of facilities is also 

an obstacle that is no less important. The lack of access to technological devices, 

internet networks, and digital learning media shows that curriculum 

reconstruction requires comprehensive system support.22 This emphasizes that 

curriculum changes cannot run partially, but must be supported by the readiness 

of the institution as a whole, both in terms of policy, infrastructure, and education 

management. 

 On the other hand, the findings of the study also show concerns about the 

negative impact of digitalization, such as the potential for misuse of technology, a 

decline in discipline, and a shift in values that have been maintained in the 

pesantren tradition. These concerns reflect a tension between the demands of 

modernity and efforts to preserve traditional values. However, this phenomenon 

 
21 Yusriya Ni'matul'Izzah, Shakilla Zerlindah Maulana, and Achmad Junaedi Sitika, "Dynamics 

of Curriculum Development: Reviewing the Ralph Tyler and Hilda Taba Model," Hayati: Journal of 
Education 1, no. 1 (2025): 54–63. 

22 N Naim, A Aziz, and T Teguh, “Integration of Madrasah Diniyah Learning Systems for 
Strengthening Religious Moderation in Indonesian Universities,” International Journal of Evaluation 
and Research in Education 11, no. 1 (2022): 108–19, https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v11i1.22210. 
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is a natural thing in the process of educational transformation, especially in 

institutions that have strong traditional roots such as pesantren. 

 From the perspective of educational development, this condition can be 

understood as a dialectical process between innovation and value conservation. 

Islamic boarding schools do not necessarily reject technology, but seek to integrate 

it selectively and in a controlled manner. The challenges of digitalization are not 

only technical, but also cultural and ideological, so they require a wise and gradual 

approach in their implementation. 

 The challenges faced show that the reconstruction of the pesantren 

curriculum in the digital era requires strategies including increasing the 

competence of educators, strengthening infrastructure, and developing policies 

that are able to bridge the gap between modern needs and traditional values. With 

this approach, technology integration can be carried out optimally without 

disrupting the identity of pesantren as a value-based educational institution. 

5. Implications of Curriculum Reconstruction on the Development of 

Islamic Boarding School Education 

 The reconstruction of the curriculum at the Miftahul Ulum Bengkak 

Islamic Boarding School not only has an impact on the conceptual level, but also 

has real implications on the practice of pesantren education, he said:  

 First, Changes in Learning Orientation. Curriculum reconstruction 

encourages a shift in learning orientation from the original focus on text 

comprehension (textual learning) towards contextual and applicative learning. 

Religious material is no longer taught normatively, but is beginning to be 

associated with the realities of modern life, such as digital economy practices and 

media ethics. This implication suggests that pesantren are starting to develop an 

approach contextual learning, so that students not only understand Islamic 

teachings theoretically, but are also able to implement them in their daily lives. 

 Second, The implementation of Curriculum Integration is not just a 

discourse. This research shows that such integration can be realized through the 

association of religious materials with contemporary issues. This condition 

strengthens the concept of an integrated curriculum developed by James A. Beane, 

which is learning that connects various fields of science in a relevant way with the 

real experience of students.23 

 Third, Transformation of the Role of Ustadz in the Learning Process. In this 

context, Ustadz is required to master Islamic materials and have pedagogic skills 

 
23 Muhammad Ismail Nurusshobah and Nurul Mubin, "Curriculum Organizing According to 

James Beane (Implementation in Pie and Its Relevance to the Qur'an-Hadith)," SUKIJO CiRCLE: 
Journal of Contemporary Islamic Education Studies 1, no. 01 (2025): 34–47. 
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and digital literacy. This implication shows that curriculum changes directly affect 

the quality and competence of educators. This is in line with Hilda Taba's theory 

which emphasizes that the success of curriculum implementation is highly 

dependent on the readiness of teachers as the main actors in the field.  

 Fourth, Strengthening the identity of Islamic boarding schools. Despite the 

integration with modern knowledge, pesantren still maintain basic values such as 

morals, manners, and the blessing of knowledge. This implication shows that 

curriculum modernization does not lead to the loss of the identity of the 

pesantren, but rather strengthens it through a selective adaptation process. 24 

These findings are important because they differ from the common assumption 

that digitalization can shift traditional values. On the contrary, this study shows 

that tradition remains the foundation in the curriculum innovation process, so 

that a balance is created between the conservation of values and the demands of 

modernity.  

 Fifth, The emergence of new competency needs for students. Students are 

required to have a depth of religious knowledge, digital literacy skills, critical 

thinking, and adaptive to social change. This implication shows that pesantren are 

starting to lead to the development of 21st century competencies. This research 

makes a new contribution by showing that pesantren has the potential to produce 

graduates who are not only religious, but also relevant to global needs.  

Table 1. Implications of Curriculum Reconstruction 

No Implications Description of 

Findings  

Theoretical 

Relevance 

Research Gap 

1 Changes in 

Learning 

Orientation 

A shift from textual 

to contextual and 

applicative 

learning. 

Pendekatan 

contextual 

learning. 

Showing real 

practices of 

learning 

changes in 

Islamic 

boarding 

schools. 

2 Implementation 

of Curriculum 

Integration 

The integration of 

religious and 

modern sciences 

began to be 

implemented, 

Integrated 

curriculum 

theory  by 

James A. 

Beane. 

Filling the gap 

from a study 

that is still 

conceptual to a 

real practice. 

 
24 F Fauzi, A U Fakhruddin, and M Syauqi, “Re-Envisioning Islamic Higher Learning Through 

the Jabalul Hikmah Curriculum: A Transdisciplinary Framework for Global Innovation,” Kharisma 4, 
no. 2 (2025): 187–210, https://doi.org/10.59373/kharisma.v4i2.120. 
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although it was not 

yet systematic. 

3 Transformation 

of the Role of 

Ustadz 

Ustadz plays the 

role of a facilitator 

and is required to 

have digital 

literacy. 

Hilda Taba's 

theory of the 

role of 

teachers. 

Demonstrate 

the impact of 

the curriculum 

on educator 

competence. 

4 Strengthening 

the Identity of 

Islamic Boarding 

Schools 

Moral values and 

traditions are 

maintained in the 

midst of 

modernization. 

The concept 

of value-

based 

pesantren 

education. 

Refute the 

notion that 

digitalization 

erodes 

tradition. 

5 The Need for New 

Competencies 

Students are 

required to have 

digital literacy and 

critical thinking. 

The concept 

of 21st century 

skills. 

Showing 

changes in the 

profile of 

pesantren 

graduates. 

CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that the reconstruction of the curriculum at the 

Miftahul Ulum Islamic Boarding School is an evolutionary and contextual 

adaptation process in responding to the digital era, while maintaining the salafiyah 

scientific tradition based on the yellow book as the main identity of the Islamic 

boarding school. The integration of Islamic values and modern knowledge began 

to be implemented through more contextual learning, although it has not been 

systematically structured in a formal curriculum. The main challenges faced 

include limited infrastructure, as well as pesantren policies that still limit the use 

and negative impacts of technology, so curriculum reconstruction requires 

comprehensive system support and a selective approach. Theoretically and 

practically, this study shows that pesantren have the potential to develop an 

integrative curriculum that is relevant to the needs of the 21st century without 

losing its basic values, while filling the gaps of previous research that are still 

conceptual.  

Therefore, it is recommended to develop a more systematic curriculum 

design, increase the capacity of educators, and strengthen digital-based education 

infrastructure. The next research is suggested to examine the digital-based 

pesantren curriculum model in a more comprehensive and comparative manner. 

The author also expressed his gratitude to the caregivers, ustadz, and students of 
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