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Abstract
Abt Mansar Muhammad b. Mahmud al-Samarqandi (d. 333/944), the founder of the Maturidiyya

sect, is one of the significant scholars of the Hanafi sect. Imam Maturidi is a scholar in the history of
Islamic science who became famous for a theologian (mutaqallim), interpreter (mufassir) and jurist
(faqih), and is known for his Kitab al-Tawhid. Besides that, Maturidi and his commentary entitled
Ta'wilat al-Qur’an - one of the earliest tafsir bi al-ra’y (bi-al dirayah) examples of the exegetical
literature- have broadly been studied in Turkish theology academia especially in recent years. This
study aims to discuss the verses related to Aba Bakr’s (d. 13/634) caliphate in Imam al-Maturidi’s
Ta'wilat al-Qur’an in terms of the distinction between tafsir and ta'wil. As it is known, the distinction
between tafsir and ta'wil is based on Maturidr’s writings. According to this distinction, tafsir is the
process of interpretation particularly by the companions whereas ta'wil is done by the fuqaha. Therefore
it is appropriate to say that tafsir means “contextual meaning” while ta'wil stands for “commentation.”
As a matter of fact, Maturidi also explains the word tafsir as the first and original meaning of the
Qur’an in the context of its revelation. However, he explains in his Ta'wilat al-Qur’an many verses
by associating them with some issues that emerged after the revelation of the Qur’an, thus making
“ta'wil.” Moreover, he gave the title Ta'wilat to his work in accordance with this understanding. In this
study, it will be discussed whether Maturidi’s well-known definition of tafsir contradicts or not with
his commentation on the verses that he claims pointing to Aba Bakr’s caliphate and/or his superiority.
'The verses considered evidence for Aba Bakr’s caliphate and/or his superiority in Ta'wilat al-Qur’an
will be scanned and in this context, the way Maturidi understands and interprets verses such as al-

Maidah 5/54, at-Tawbah 9/40, Huad 11/84 and al-Hadid 57/19 will be analyzed.
Keywords: Caliphate, Abu Bakar, Tafsir, Abu Mansur Al-Maturidi, Imamat
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Jurnal Studi Upn-Ilnu al-Qur’'an dan Hadis 23, no. 2 (Juli 2022): 311-324.



RV PR SR W S P RRE I 313

(V1 e/ A o) il cnadl Gls (V eV E/AVA L0) (SN Jlil Ogilesal
LT 555 alald 1 ey ool llas Jowtl 05 (s 310 0.3

Jesldl llaae oy Bl (o 5 alse gl sn (s W pLY imy

O O 19T W 18 Lo sledall OF ) pedy Lo & OF o (20U il
Lol By s W U8 s ) e gy O ol -yl
s b 1525 15 a5 clole dln OF e Jo 1gh P b s il
Ob ae OT AN oMb Je el gl JlsY om 0L (51 amb oo ] s
Jsad) OB OB adey Cpenddll ¢ 58 oF (028 Y Bl e (oW ks 2y IS
@l el a5 Wl gl o w5 oa UL Blwal) f e oW s 0B )
U Jlanial g OF s O 2l S 3 06K OF o penidlS L
Sl Crllaal) SSS adey LY s 3 el e fay L sl 2
Ao ) OF o ameie & ) LT Loy cilmall S s Lemto il
Gpleall e gy ooty it C}TLA&V.@_&QJW%MDUDB
Lyl aleall 4] Olay Gy bois sldall ols bulbuas o Lsldl ale ol
s fag @l Jar ) o) OB el 50 LSy il Ly L e
3 B3smse IS N Gl B e Greatl] makh ] o) s (s ahidayy i

ismail Cerrahoglu (Ankara: Ankara Universitesi Basimevi, 1975), 48.

3 Sénmez Kutlu, “Bilinen ve Bilinmeyen Yénleriyle imam Maturidi”, imam Maturidi ve Maturidilik, ed.
Sénmez Kutlu (Ankara: Kitabiyat Yayinlari, 2003), 24; ismail Caliskan, “Tefsirde Maturidi’yi Kesfetmek: imam
Maturidi ve Te'vilatu’l-Kur’an’in Tefsir iimindeki Yeri”, Milel ve Nihal: inang, Kiiltiir ve Mitoloji Arastirmalari
Dergisi 7/2 (2010): 79; Saban Ali Dizgiin, “Matiridi’nin Kur’an Yorum Yontemi”, Métiiridi’nin Diisiince
Diinyasi, ed. Saban Ali Diizgiin, (Ankara: Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhgi, 2018), 31; Muhammed isa Yiiksek,
“Tefsir Metodolojisinde Anlam Yorum Ayriminin Temelleri”, Cumhuriyet ilahiyat Dergisi 22/1 (2018), 133.

4 Mesela bk. Veysel Gengil, Mdtiiridi’de Tefsirin imkdni, (istanbul: iz Yayincilik, 2021), 111-116; Caliskan,
“Tefsirde Maturidi’yi Kesfetmek: imam Maturidf ve Te’vilatu’l-Kur’an’in Tefsir ilmindeki Yeri”, 75.

5 Mataridi, Te'vildti’l-Kur’én, 1/3.

6  Enes Biiyiik, “Matiridi’nin Tefsir-Te’vil Ayrimi ve Bunun Te’vildt'taki Pratik Degeri Uzerine Bir inceleme”,
Cumbhuriyet ilahiyat Dergisi 23/1, (2019), 220.

7 Veysel Gengil, “Matiridi’de Tefsir Te’vil Ayrimi Meselesi”, Diyanet ilmi Dergi 55 (2019), 806-807; a. mlif.,
Matiiridi’de Tefsirin imkdni, 337. Ayrica bk. Hadiye Unsal, “Tefsir Disiplininin ilk Evreleri”, islami ilimlerin
Dogusu ve llk Tartismalar, ed. Metin Ozdemir-Mahmut Samar, (Ankara: Fecr Yayinlari, 2020), 152-156.

8  Buyik, “Matiiridi’nin Tefsir-Te’vil Ayrimi ve Bunun Te'vilat’taki Pratik Degeri Uzerine Bir inceleme”, 225.

9  Gengil, “Maturidi’de Tefsir Te'vil Ayrimi Meselesi”, 808.

Jurnal Studi Upn-Llmn al-Qur'an dan Hadis 23, no. 2 (Juli 2022): 311-324



314 Hadiye Unsal

OF s ! DT wsld T Gl sl ey cedghl s aealall blaoY)
Aty g8 o) 23 ity Lold) sellazs e MSTOT 1AL akoid) ol (3 ST
(AARIYYT.2) 3 ) e IS IEL oo e STU O Sy Ml 09301 3

AYY/Y o) splally). '
daley! Wk ddlel! b goelll 2ey

Wl & 253 S8 Bl Wl () jse S (200 O cnildl o 5

o e @l LU sl ke e A o) SO T Bl s e W
by e B Lo ) 8y DY) mermeel) dlly Bl S5LE) s
B o 3Ly dar Bl e desa y OV Sl 5 &6 pskes sa LS
Dlidling Lol B3] o Lo om0 B vt Qg 0 s sy als
eyl cazte O 1ol W8 anedl ol 1] Ogenils (el o ALl J oo 2iias
s Lsn e 0b ol s ezl WF copadl o 8)Laaa VL 00K Ll &gl oy of
Y OsSe Y eadll 1gs (T £ o) we oy e 05 0T a
Joxtoly @ mlbas e T 0LV e 73 Y mllaany P ey
U5 o Bap das dantdl die WS (U L Y1 0T e el e s Lgaa BST
st or 500 1 Ll ol call jaseadl pn 2alaYB oniis 33 g aleY) o
M‘ﬁju@’YW\ﬂ}wW\ff.M

Y Gl ) el @ cangad) 13 e aaleY Al Jom el Ty )

2 o5 Sy 2 A 0SS e S Bl YA (3 gl 135 (s 2V
Js A 5l By (i, 2l ol et SO Lehost OF o @) Sliall » g

Y

10 Ebi¥'l-Fazl Celaliddin Abdurrahman es-Suy(ti, el-itkén ff Ulimi’l-Kur’én, nsr. Mustafa Dib el-Bug3, (Beyrut:
Daru ibn Kesir, 2006), 2/1189.

11 VYusuf Sevki Yavuz, “Te'vil”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi [sldm Ansiklopedisi, (istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 2012), 41/27;
Haci Onen, Taberi Tefsirinin Dirdyet Boyutu, (Ankara: Arastirma, 2014), 51-54.
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Sempozyumu Bildirileri, ed. Mehmet Tirasgi vd. (Sivas: CU Matbaasl, 2018), 383-394.
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