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Abstrak

This article examines debates over the khabart (scriptural) divine attributes in early Qur’anic exegesis
through a case study of Mugqatil b. Sulayman al-Balkhi (d. 150/767). Framed by the analytical dyad
of text and context, it asks how anthropomorphic and corporealist readings emerged in the first/early
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second century AH and what cultural matrices shaped them. Methodologically, the study combines
a historical-inductive reading of Mugqatil’s tafsir in its primary textual witnesses, a deconstructive
analysis of his interpretive system, and a critical analytical comparison of selected motifs—corporeality,
istiwa’ as “sitting,” the throne and its bearers, the kursi, and the Adam-creation narrative. The findings
suggest that literalist anthropomorphic exegesis crystallized in the multilingual eastern Islamic lands,
especially Khurasan/Central Asia, where local religious traditions and “Eastern” theological imaginaries
plausibly informed the reception of Qur’anic descriptions of God; this influence is advanced as
a text- and context-based hypothesis rather than a claim of demonstrable direct borrowing. The
article also maps early scholarly critiques that problematized Mugatil’s approach in tafsir and hadith.
By foregrounding intertextuality and acculturation, the study offers a methodological pathway for
linking early exegetical discourse to its socio-cultural environments and reassessing the genealogy of
anthropomorphism in formative tafsir.

Keywords: Textual interpretation; contextual analysis; anthropomorphic exegesis; divine attributes;

Mugqatil ibn Sulayman.
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28 Yusuf Abu Saghir, “al-Sifat al-Khabariyah ‘inda al-Mufassirin hattd Nihayat al-Qarn al-Sabi‘ al-Hiji?”

(master’s thesis, An-Najah National University, Faculty of Graduate Studies, Palestine, 2023), under
supervision of Dr. Ayman Rayyan.
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The case of Mugqatil needs further examination, because it demonstrates the unreliability of the sources where

we learn about his views. His exegesis of the Quran, which now available presents him in a different way.
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Bosworth, ed., History of Civilizations of Central Asia, 100.

30 al-Mutahhar al-Muqaddasi, a/~-Bad’ wa al-Tirikh, ed. Clément Huart (Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1919), 5:141;
Muhammad al-Tahanawi, Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funin wa al- Ulim, ed. “Ali Dahraj (Beirut: Maktabat
Lubnan, 1996), 1:261.

31 Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari, Magalat al-Islaimiyin wa Ikbtilaf al-Musallin, ed. Na'im Zarzur (Egypt: al-
Maktabah al-Asriyah, 2005), 1:128.

32 Ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani, Fath al-Bari (Misr: al-Maktabah al-Salafiyyah, 1390 H), 13:346-347.
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37 Nashshar, Nashat al-Fikr al-Falsafi, 1: 291.
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38 Mabrouk Chibani Mansouri, A. Al Hinaei, and S. Al Said, “The Descriptive Attributes in Early Islamic
Theological Thought and the Problem of Anthropomorphism and Corporealism,” A/-Qanatir: International
Journal of Islamic Studies 34,n0.5 (2025): 229-253. DOI: https://doi.org/10.64757/alqanatir.2025.345/1137

39 David Santillana, al-Madhhahib al-Falsafiyyah fi al- Alam al-Islami, trans. Muhammad Sharaf (Beirut:
Dar al-Nahdah, 1981), 134.

40 Mabrouk Chibani Mansouri et al., “Al-Manhaj al-Takamuli fi Dirasat ‘Ilm al-Kalam al-Islami,” Majallar
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KawtharT (al-Qahirah, 1949), 66.

51 Ibn Sulayman, Tafsir Mugditil, 5:104.
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54 Ibn Hanbal, a/-Radd ala al-Jabhmiyyah, 16.

55 Abt Hayyan al-Andalusi, a/-Bahr al-Muhit, ed. Sidqi al-‘Attar et al. (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 2000),
10:259.

56 Malti, a/-Tanbih wa al-Radd, 99.
57 Ibn Sulayman, Tafsir Mugatil, 5:105.

58 Mabrouk Chibani Mansouri, “Holy Time and Popular Invented Rituals in Islam: Structures and
Symbolism,” A/-Jami ‘ah: Journal of Islamic Studies 56, no. 1 (2018): 121-154, https://doi.org/10.14421/
ajis.2018.561.121-154.
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59 Ibn Sulayman, Tafsir Mugatil, 5:105.

60 Abu Hatim al-Razi, Kitab al-Zinah fi al-Kalimit al-Islamiyya al-‘Arabiyya, ed. Husayn al-Hamadhani
(Yemen: Markaz al-Dirasat wa al-Buhith al-Yamaniyah, 1st ed., 1994), 2:330, note 1.

61 Mahdi Hassan, “Kursi or Throne: a Chinese Word in the Koran,” Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society, n.s., 28, no. 1 (1922): 19-21.

62 Razi, Kitab al-Zinah, 2:330.

63 Mabrouk Chibani Mansouri, “The Deliberation of Occidentalism in Contemporary Global Thought: A
Comparative Study of Japanese and Western Thoughts,” Journal of College of Sharia and Islamic Studies 39,
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65 Raz, Kitib al-Zinah, 2:331.
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67 Rahmatullah Rahmatullah, «Hermeneutika Intertekstualitas Muqatil bin Sulayman,» Jurnal Studi Ilmu-
Tlmu al-Qur’an dan Hadis 20, no. 2 (July 2019): 126-142, https://doi.org/10.14421/qh.2019.2002-01.

68 Subi Nur Isnaini, ,Ibn Atiyya‘’s Method to Revealing Israiliyyat Stories in al-Muharrar al-Wajiz,“ Jurnal
Studi Ilmu-Ilmu al-Qur’an dan Hadis 23, no. 2 (July 2022): 261-284, https://doi.org/10.14421/
gh.v23i2.3756; Ahmad Atabik, ,Infiltration of Israiliyyat Stories and Mawdi ‘at in Tafsir Fath al-Qadir
by al-Shawkani,* Jurnal Studi Ilmu-Ilmu al-Qur’an dan Hadis 21, no. 2 (July 2020): 389-410, https://doi.
org/10.14421/qh.2020.2102-08.

69 Nashshar, Nash'at al-Fikr al-Falsafi, 1:291.

70 Zulfiqar Ali Shah, Anthropomorphic Descriptions of God: The Concept of God in Judaic, Christian, and Islamic
Traditions (London: International Institute of Islamic Thought, 2012).

71 Wesley Williams, “A Body Unlike Bodies: Transcendent Anthropomorphism in Ancient Semitic
Tradition and Early Islam,” Journal of the American Oriental Society 129, no. 1 (January-March 2009):
19-44“Available at [https://www.jstor.org/stable/40593866] (accessed 28/01/ 2025)”.

72 Ibn Sulayman, 7afsir Mugatil, 1:518-19.

73 1bid., 2:62- 63.

74 1bid., 2:62- 63.

75 1bid, 1:80- 84.
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77 Ibn Sulayman, Tafsir Mugatil, 1:80-84 ; Malti, a/~Tanbih wa al-Radd, 6-7.

78 Abu al-Fida’ Ibn Kathir, 7afsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, ed. Sami al-Salamah (Riyadh: Dar Tayyibah li al-
Nashr wa al-Tawzi', 2nd ed., 1999), 1:227-228; Mugqatil ibn Sulayman, Tafsir Mugaril, 1:96-100.

79 Ibn Kathir, Tufsir al-Qur'an, 1:72.
80 Ibid., 1:76-77.
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84 Muhammad al-Banjabari, Nay/ al-Sa’irin fi Tabagat al-Mufassirin (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
2010), 77.

85 Yusuf Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan wa Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah,
2012), 4:464.

86 Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi, Siyar 4 ‘lim al-Nubala® (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2006), 6:602.

87 Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Isiam wa Wafayat al-Mashahir wa al-A ‘lam (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-Tlmiyyah, 2006), 4:301.

88 Dhahabi, Siyar A'lam al-Nubala’, 6:602.
89 Abu al-Maali al-Juwayni, a/-Shamil fi Usil al-Din (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1999), 132.
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Muhibb al-Din al-Khatib (Egypt: al-Maktabah al-Salafiyah, 1st ed., 1390 H), 13:346-347.
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92 Nashshar, Nash'at al-Fikr al-Falsafi, 1:289.

93 Taqi al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah, Minkdj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah fi Nagd Kalam al-Shi'ah al-Qadariyah,
ed. Muhammad Rashad Salim (Riyadh: Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad al-Islamiyah, 1st ed.,
1986), 2:618; Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi, Kitib al- ‘Arsh, ed. Muhammad al-Tamimi (Medina: al-Jami‘ah
al-Islamiyah, 2nd ed., 2003), 1:143; Livnat Holtzman, Anthropomorphism and Interpretation of Divine
Attributes in Islam (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018).
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95 Wesley Muhammad, “Aspects of the Creed of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal: A Study of Anthropomorphism
in 9th-10th Century Islamic Discourse,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 34 (2002): 441-463.

96 Shahrastani, a/-Milal wa al-Nihal, 1:104.

Jurnal Studi Upin-Llmn al-Qur'an dan Hadis 27, No. 1 (Januari 2026) hlm 1-34



28 Mansouri, Sharifa, Abdulla

sV o mbl 0N 215 3 ple sl Blae slimaly cal 58 (W) Ul
el oy Bl g 2l (2SS I eV S OB ) 0N e S5 Caadlly
o I Cradly (Sl W (g mdl 0,8 e g Cradl Yol e o8 LY
dda Jog a55le o (ol G 0 1555 g L (39139 ) I 0,41
3 3913y Ay Ul 4] JLo sl Y Tz O b g2l (sl o alsennd
NI RCANE JaY! Sombl O3 N & Olaghe oy Blae o I (gl 031
A5 eyl G Gl i mldly Bleall jaa) @Y clalall e 3kl oday
oY A dl B Sl Cials ] 8es ) e e b Ll Uy
:yuﬁﬂ;du&}d,ue»u;ug\w*wb ca.@,fycouﬁlwdupuﬁ
Lo Ehor a8 &a ool OF ga Lol ) Sy L5381 a0 Olgho o wgd
aS Lo im0y ity Lig O 8 e Pl jopad giV) S
¥l dal (3 ey camSba) Conm "Egidl Ol (0 ole G 3liu gl
Nt GLQ Ipninly o) s (3 3l gtd) sl 05 i) 757 0T 42, (el
Of toylals " zally i) Blas" (3 i)l ol 1he 08136 L egadl Sgra
?g;b,@\ Slowny "pddl Olesl a peidl) Gld) Zlen" & e el
oYUy 35 BT daw of (K8 oo 6f s oz Solie dny OF & i)

(ke dad> o Grendedly

é\:&.‘\j 483
IV eS0T 3 SN Sl & oliall Compe sl W
28 by D2l Cp has Al B3 slazel (Oled p Blie s Csjﬂ
el n il e ala Bl ol a5
15,20 JYI 3 K 6 T a3 e gntdly et i) OF-
il cliab say .z Seminndl 19yl bl BLal—(spal) sladl) & pdlay) S
S e Iy bl @ Syl ol sl alidi— el sl e ST
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