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The Philosophy of Quranic Narrative and

Its Significance in Character-Building Based on

the Story of Moses and Khidr PBUH

This paper seeks to understand the significance of the story of Moses and Khidr
PBUH to develop character-building, whose actions seemed to contradict the
teachings of Sharia. As one of the most prominent accounts in Islamic tradition, the
long journey of Moses for receiving knowledge meets an end by encountering
Khidr, an acquaintance with unique personalities who later becomes his mentor.
As literary research on the Quranic tales, the discussion adopts inductive-analytical
methods to describe the semantic and rhetorical aspects contained from Moses and
Khidr’s relationship. Those aspects are further analyzed to instill noble virtues
thoroughly. By contemplating Khidr’s confrontation toward Moses, the acts
contain good reasons despite their figurative meanings may be misinterpreted as a
call or evil deeds against weaklings. The results commemorate the significance of
contemplation and patience and reemphasize that none shall rushing adjudicate
the occurring issues because there may be wisdom in something incomprehensible.
Learning from the story of Moses and Khidr, this article argues that decision-
makers should incorporate with the people, and whoever takes distance from its
people is incapable of solving problems.

Keywords: Quranic Narrative; Character-Building; Moses; Khidr
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% Sayyid Qutb, Tafsir fi Dfilali al Quran, 5 ed., vol. 3
(Beirut: Dar Syurtq, 1977), 1787.

36 Muhammad Abdullah Zuraz, al Naba’ al ‘Adzim
Nadrat Jadidah al Quran (Qatar: Dar al Thaqgafah, 1985), 113.

% Sulayman al Janabi, al Irtiqa” al Mu'rafi fi al Khitab
al Qurani, 1 ed. (Irak: al Anbar, 2014), 63.
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Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ayyub ibn Sa’ad az-Zar’i ad-
Dimashqi, Abu ‘Abd Allah, Shams ad-Din, Tahgqiq:

Page 146 of 153 @ Vol. 22 No. 2, 2021

() alad)

ladl T Dlall wally g Lad L s
(ol @l die il Wl dde gwgede @lazddly
cladl lia ¢ 4 U2 se alll diazsl od)l delas sy
caalzs by (Gl wlall) wnle ol Aaadl e of (ol
olall s 2aan) Juas Sy @lall i Js> oDladll G,
of Lide oy Yol oS0 ¢ cT¥1 pany 28pa0 Lide oy
bpo canyladdl Ciouad uEd @lall i hiyel e Bpan
Sl @lall ga" tellae ol JUB :ialll @lally eleadall J1g8i
GAldl ST (a9l cralny Wy 89 aSadl Al My Sl
Lo sl @ladl” : @il ol Jody " 19,1 Sualie 4]
olad el wie o slr ail dule memsall Sl al8
ally Ty e QL ¥l i o o Geldd olae Log el
9" 592

Al o) gy M Galll @ladl Wy @ dess ol JUBg
iy edlall soliey ndtedl wildsl ol e miay
Lo pple miasde dembe peeloly « 4)Ss oo mesdd 85l
Lo ¥l (s Wl o) e JI5 LS oane e 4y i ¥
52"t Galll lall Gaall 93 Jlag 0 4liS 3 Toe alll 43
JWs 1" ¥ixlly 3adstll ablaey il e @Sy gl
ol i 5Ll e TaSions 06 Lo ga” s Gl wlall e
SlgiSe oo Hle¥l wlaalle aist adly s Yy 448
per o doylex a3l 13 wuall ady cUdy ol
G O Lecs oSy @lalyl S 4 > gdly clalledl
s Gulll @ladl” J5al Jlag . P'sle Yy a3 M 3!
Lsly Sl oy il o ddgum> § Alassly ¥ gl wlall
Pl Bl i e ady szl (o e50alS 52
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40 Ahmad bin Abdulhalim bin Abdussalam bin
Abdullah al Dimasyqi al Hanbali Abu al “Abbas Tagqiy al Din
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